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Public Hearing

         January 3, 2017

5:30 P M
Mayor Rex Smith opened with the pledge of allegiance and Alderman Glidewell led with a prayer.

A duly noticed Public Hearing was held in the board room at Saltillo City Hall on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. to hear from Building and Zoning Administrator Brian Grissom and any other interested parties or objectors related to the request by Jacobus Badenhorst and wife to allow for a home business pole sign at 105 Westwood Circle.  

Present for the hearing were Donald Cullum, Scott Knight, Terry Glidewell, Jewell Webb, Brad Woodcock, Zoning Administrator Brian Grissom, City Clerk Mary Parker, City Attorney Chris Evans, Izalda Anderson, Lindsey Hines, Ruth Spearman, Antoinette Badenhorst, Jacobus Badenhorst, Linda Tim, Grady Swan, and Don Six.

Mayor Smith opened the Public Hearing and Zoning Administrator Brian Grissom was duly sworn.  Mr. Grissom covered a summary of the request and a summary of “home business,” as provided in the current zoning ordinance, as follows:

10.1.3. HOME BUSINESS 

Home businesses in those districts where permitted shall be subject to the following conditions: 

A. A Special Exception Use must be secured in, and; 

B. The home business shall be operated as a home occupation as defined, except that additional activities are allowed as specified below: 

(1) A sign required by state or federal law in the conduct of the business shall be allowed, provided such sign does not exceed two (2) square feet in size and is mounted flat on the wall or window of the building. 

(2) Customers are allowed on the premises of the home business, but not more than five (5) per hour or at any one time. An adequate number of parking spaces for said customers, as approved by the City, shall be provided. This shall be in the form of a double driveway or other arrangements in character with the surrounding residential area. 

(3) The making of crafts and other similar activities, as approved by the City, may be approved in an accessory building. 

Mr. Grissom also read a letter from Grant Meyer, Director of Community Planning, CDF, dated January 3, 2016, stating the property is currently zoned R-3 (Medium Density Residential) and a Home Business is only allowed by Special Exception Board Approval.  There is no record of the use being approved by the board.  A pole sign was already installed without permission from the board.  Each properly approved home business is allowed one sign mounted on the side of the business itself.  The sign may not exceed two square feet in size and must be mounted flat on the wall or window of the building (Section 10.1.3 of the current Zoning Ordinance).  A pole sign is not permitted.  CDF recommends the following:

1.  The Zoning Ordinance states that a Special Exception Use for a Home Business must first be secured prior to consideration of a sign (10.1.3).

2.  Regardless of whether the Home Business is approved, the Variance request for the pole sign should be denied, unless further evidence is provided at the public hearing.  There is no provision in the Zoning Ordinance that allows for a pole sign in a residential neighborhood.  A variance should not be allowed for failure to comply with the adopted standards.

Mr.  Jacobus Badenhorst was then sworn in and addressed the Board concerning his request to leave the pole sign in his yard.  Mr. Badenhorst told the Board how he had come to the United States and in particular to Saltillo, MS over 16 years ago from South Africa.  He stated that his wife was a well-known pottery maker and that she and her pottery had been featured in several magazines.  Her work was also purchased by President Bush.  He stated they opened the business teaching pottery classes over the internet and selling through the internet, but that the business began to expand and they then, at some point, acquired a sales tax id and began seeing customers and teaching classes and selling products out of the home.  

(The Badenhorsts held a city privilege license from 2003 until 2007, and they did not obtain another license until March 2015, when an article appeared in the magazine “Mud and Magnolia”.  They were contacted by the city at that time about renewal of their privilege license and the license was renewed at the time.  The privilege license was originally issued on the basis of “home occupation” (10.1.2 in current zoning ordinance), which does not allow for any customer traffic or signage.)  

 

Mayor Smith then opened the floor to other persons in attendance.  Antonio Badenhorst was sworn in and shared her thoughts and also told the Mayor and Board that she believed the sign was necessary not to bring in new customers as much as to identify their place to customers who had contacted them through the internet.  She also maintained that the studio was in the back of the house and that a sign had been erected in 2007.

Mr. Grady Swann, 144 Westwood Circle, was sworn in and he presented to the Mayor and Board a copy of the home owners covenants for the subdivision which states that you cannot run a business in the subdivision and that it is for residential purposes only.  He also complained about the traffic and how difficult the parking situation was to home owners wanting to enter or exit the subdivision as a result of the Badenhorst’s business.  

Mayor Smith then inquired as to whether anyone else wished to be heard on the matter, to which no one responded.  Mayor Smith then informed those in attendance that the Public Hearing was closed, and that the issue concerning the request would be formally addressed during the regular meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen beginning at 6:00 PM.  All in attendance were invited to stay for the regular meeting, if they so desired.

______________________________









Mayor Rex Smith

ATTEST: _____________________________

     

   City Clerk Mary Parker
